
21SPRING #22www.ladiesinsportpublications.com.au20 SPRING #22 www.ladiesinsportpublications.com.au

All award winners received a magnificent gold plated trophy – 
their “Darley”.  A great play on both the Arabian horse’s heritage 
and the fact that we were on stage in one of the world’s most 
iconic theatres; only two weeks after the Dolby theatre hosted 
the Oscar’s.  Today I am still pinching myself.

The next evening the grandeur continued with a sublime 
dinner in the Grand Ball Room of the Beverly Wiltshire Hotel 
in Beverley Hills where many of us were staying as guests of the 
Sheikh Mansoor Festival.  Approximately five hundred guests 
filled the beautiful room to continue with the festivities and 
pay homage to Sheikh Mansoor and Sheikha Fatima and the 
people that have contributed in so many ways to making the 
pure bred Arabian Racing Festival grow and prosper around the 
globe.  Throughout the evening there were numerous highlights, 
including a horse auction and extraordinary fashion parade 
presented by Manal Ajaj from Syria, broadcast live on YAS TV 
to Abu Dhabi.

The occasion was beautifully tempered with the great humility 
and wit of international racing identity Derek Thompson from 
England as my co-compere.  Guests were flown in from many 
countries including Arabian breeders, owners and trainers from 
Australia.  The “global” aspect of the event was truly breathtaking 
as pure bred Arabian racing contributors were nominated from 
so many countries.  The popularity of Arabian racing with 
thoroughbred owners in many nations was never more evident, 
than when Derek Thompson and I presented the award “Best 
Owner” to Deniz Kurtel from Turkey. 

With 64 Arabian horses in work, Deniz also spoke of the 7 
Fastnet Rock thoroughbreds she raced as a point of reference 
for me, being Australian.  This really did spell out the wonderful 
synergy of owners racing the two different breeds and how so 
many thoroughbred racing enthusiasts around the world are 
going back to the original racehorse – the Arabian.

Getting to know many of the American Arabian enthusiasts at 
the Darley awards was a wonderful opportunity to appreciate 
their development over 35 years. This is now a very successful 
and vibrant racing scene thanks largely to the efforts of the 
United States Chief Steward of the Arabian Racing Cup – 
Denise Gault.

With an extensive background covering so many aspects 
with the pure bred Arabian, it was brilliant to see the 
acknowledgment of not just the Darley Awards with Denise’s 
Lifetime Achievement nomination, but also her peers both 
American and universally recognize her longstanding efforts.

Amongst the many awards handed out during the evening, 
a highlight for me was watching my fellow Australian, 
photographer Nadine Frampton receiving her Darley award.      
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 HIS HIGHNESS SHEIKH MANSOOR BIN ZAYED AL NAHYAN, TOGETHER WITH HIS MOTHER, 
HER HIGHNESS SHEIKHA FATIMA BINT MUBARAK OF ABU DHABI, HAVE REACHED OUT TO 

THE WORLD OVER THE LAST 6 YEARS WITH THEIR QUEST TO PROMOTE THE GREAT RANGE 
AND DEPTH OF TALENT OF THE PURE BRED ARABIAN HORSE. BOTH HH SHEIKH MANSOOR 

AND HH SHEIKHA FATIMA HAVE CONNECTED PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD FROM ALL 
WALKS OF LIFE, CREATING A RACING FESTIVAL LIKE NO OTHER. 

to an international audience and the greater capacity for trade 
relations.  For all riders the chance to race internationally is the 
opportunity of a lifetime.  With so many of the jockeys that ride 
as a part of the Sheikh Mansoor Festival, enduring friendships 
are forged around the world. Whilst riders experience different 
cultures and racing prospects which may not have otherwise 
come their way.

A unique aspect of the Sheikh Mansoor Festival is the 
celebration of the emerging talents within the jockey ranks 
around the world.  With races sponsored by Sheikha Fatima 
for the apprentice riders all over the globe, winning jockeys 
are flown back to Abu Dhabi in the UAE for the Sheikha 
Fatima final.  The final this year will take place on November 
8, upon the same race card that will see the world’s richest 
Pure Bred Arabian Race with a prize pool of 1.2 million euros 
($1.7m AUS). 

Racing Authorities from all over the world including Racing 
Victoria Limited (RVL) nominate apprentice riders to be a 
part of the HH Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak Apprentice 
World Championship (IFAHR) racing series.  Melbourne 
apprentice jockey Ben Thompson has secured himself a ride in 
the Sheikha Fatima final in Abu Dhabi this year as his Arabian 
horse in May.  

Earlier this year the Festival’s Executive Director Lara Sawaya 
asked me to co-host the HH Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak 
Darley Awards and the 28th USA Darley Awards at the Dolby 
Theatre in Hollywood California.  A truly international event 
that celebrates the achievements of all pure bred Arabian racing 
participants around the world and the accomplishments of the 
American Arabian racing community all on one night. Broadcast 
live on YAS TV to Abu Dhabi on the 3rd of April, this was an 
astonishing night. 

ne World, Six Continents” is the motto of the HH 
Sheikh Mansoor Bin Zayed Al Nahyan Global Pure 

Bred Arabian Racing Festival, and as the axiom suggests races 
are held at great racecourses around the world as well as exotic 
locations for endurance events.  They provide the Festival’s 
participants with extra-ordinary racing opportunities and 
life experiences that are unsurpassed under the exceptional 
guidance of the Festival’s Executive Director Ms Lara Sawaya.

For the last three years I have had the privilege of broadcasting 
the Festival’s Arabian races, as Melbourne is now the second 
race location for the year on the Sheikh Mansoor Arabian 
global calendar in late January.  Moonee Valley, Sandown 
and Caulfield have all hosted Arabian races broadcast to YAS 
television audiences in the United Arab Emirates.  Australia 
Day this year bore witness to the running of the Sheikh 
Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan Cup and HH Sheikha Fatima 
Bint Mubarak Ladies Championship race series for Pure Bred 
Arabians.  Queensland jockey Isabella Teh aboard Djehlbi 
and Swedish rider Anna Pilroth with Keisha won the Australia 
Day events respectively.

HH Sheikha Fatima, referred to with great fondness in her 
home country as “The Mother of the World” also sponsors 
races for women riders around the globe for both professional 
and amateurs alike as a part of the Sheikh Mansoor Festival.    
Winning female jockeys from all over the world have been 
nominated for the prestigious HH Sheikha Fatima Bint 
Mubarak Darley Awards, and Queensland rider Isabella 
Teh found herself earlier this year in Hollywood, as a qualifier 
of the universal celebrations. 

This year a wonderful international cultural milestone was 
achieved courtesy of the Festival and their Highnesses, with the 
running of the first race in Bahrain for lady jockeys.  Achieving 
a magnificent outcome for women in an emerging part of the 
racing world by way of racing Arabian horses, providing further 
opportunity and inspiration for women of the Gulf. 

In each country that the Festival operates, jockeys from all over 
the world are flown in to ride Arabian horses that are available 
to race in each nation.  Breeders of Arabian horses by virtue of 
the Festival are given the opportunity to showcase their animals 

Darley AWARDS
HH Sheikha Fatima Bint Mubarak DARLEY AWARDS                    and the 28th USA

Nadine Frampton with her 'Darley'
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The Dolby Theatre packed for the Awards Night.

Victoria Shaw, Denise Gault, Festival Executive Director           
Ms Lara Sawaya, Sharon Clarke and Derek Thompson.
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The Melbourne Racing Club look forward to hosting the Sheikh 
Mansoor Festival at the newly renovated Caulfield Racecourse 
in January 2016. Racing Victoria’s current jockey intake has a 
60% female apprentice participation rate, and the opportunities 
presented by the pure bred Arabian Flat Racing Festival are a 
very important part of Australian racing. 

The opening welcome to guests for the HH Sheikha Fatima Bint 
Mubarak Darley Awards and 28th USA Darley Awards written in 
the foreword of the programme of events by HH Sheikh Mansoor 
stated “Once again the pure bred Arabian racing fraternity 
will assemble to recognize and celebrate some outstanding 
performances by Arabian race horses and their connections in 
the US and some equally praiseworthy contributions by women 
involved in equestrian sport around the globe.”  

Both Sheikh Mansoor and Sheikha Fatima are real and proud 
exponents to women’s active involvement and contribution to 
pure bred Arabian racing, creating an incomparable international 
racing community with so many prospects.

The post-dinner fashion parade featuring the work 
of Manal Ajaj (in blue) was truly spectacular.


